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are indebted long time friend 
THE STAR, Dr. Guillermo Basom- 
brio.Gastareta, Buenos Aires, for sum- 
mary the third Pan-American Con- 
ference Hansen’s This 
the first published report the U.S. 
this important conference held last 
December. —Ed. 


The Third Pan-American Conference 
Hansen’s disease was held Buenos 
Aires, December 9-15, 1951, under the 
auspices the Public Health Ministry 
Argentina. hundred delegates 
were present for the meetings which 
were held the National College au- 
ditorium and the Nicolas Avellaneda 
School, under Executive Committee 
President, Dr. Leonidas Llano and Drs. 
Capurro, Enrique D.L. Jonquieres. 

The largest delegation was the 150 
member group from the host country 
Argentina, with Brazil’s thirty dele- 
gates forming the second largest block. 
The delegations were headed the 
following: Dr. Leonidas Llano, Argen- 
tina; Dr. Jorge Suarez, Bolivia; Dr. 
Hernani Agricola, Brazil; Professor 
Serrano, Colombia; Dr. Gonzalez Ribas, 
Ecuador; Dr. Eugene Payne, United 
States; Dr. Floch, French Guiana; 
Dr. Cochrane, British Guiana; 
Dr. Meza, Paraguay; Dr. Hugo Pesce, 
Peru; Dr. Guillermo Herrera, Domini- 
can Republic; Dr. Convit, Venezuela; 
Dr. Cappaletti, Uruguay; Dr. H.C. 
Souza Araujo, International 
tion (Hansen’s disease) Dr. Budnick, 
Pan-American Sanitary Office. 

One hundred twenty scientific papers 
were submitted which were pre- 
sented their authors the Con- 
ference. The papers covered the five 
points the agenda, which included: 

(1) Classification sub-types 

(2) Reaction the different forms 
(Hansen’s 
genesis, treatment, prognosis, and 
influence the later evolution 
the disease. 

(3) Reversibility the clinical 
forms and the reactions the 
Mitsuda test. 
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Conference 


(4) Present state 
campaigns 

(5) Social assistance the patient 
and 

The subject anti-(HD) campaigns, 
although added the last moment, re- 
ceived the greatest attention, Han- 
sen’s disease continues endemic 
South America. this connection the 
for dispensaries was emphasized 
and some attention was given the use 
BCG immunize the healthy pop- 
ulation. Credit was given Dr. Jose 
Fernandez Argentina Dr. Hugo 
Pesce Peru for his discovery the 
nation. 

special interest THE 
readers are the recommendations the 
committee social assistance, which 
voted send complete record THE 
STAR this section, because its 
long campaign behalf the patient 
and his family. Four points were rec- 
ommended this committee, 
first being bring about the collabo- 
ration all organizations working 
improve social conditions for patients 
and their families. The second consider-- 
ation the committee was for the 
children patients. They commended 
the institutions being maintained for 
these children, which provide 
family life, encouraging and guiding 
the children according their aptitudes 
into shops, schools agriculture, com- 
mercial work, university training. 
Where possible the children will later 
placed homes with private families 
returned their own parents, when 
they are discharged from the hospital. 
The third recommendation was that 
when not possible take the child 
family home his own home 
place the child another educational 
institution that functions home. 
The committee recommended also that 
the economic problem the patient 
with family must given due consid- 
eration. Pensions should given 
hospitalized and discharged 
who are unable work. Those who are 
able some work and are therefore 
not eligible for the above pension should 
receive more limited amount money. 
The opportunity for patient employ- 
ment within community should 
thoroughly investigated and arrange- 
ments should made sell products 
which can made patients. Patients 
should also exempt from taxes and 
given whatever help might contribute 


their rehabilitation and support 


their families. The recommendations 
also provide that the patient should 
given training during hospitalization 
which will help him that can per- 
form remunerative work 


hospitalization and after his discharge. 
Although the subject therapeutics 
was not included the official agenda 
was discussed with particular refer- 
ence DDS (the parent sulfone) and 
Tibione. was recommended that ther- 
apeutics given special attention 
the next Pan-American Conference. 
The closing the Pan-Ameri- 
can Conference was held Dec. 
15. this session subjects were approved 
after their proper discussion. rule 
only delegation chiefs could vote de- 
cisions. The positive conclusions were: 

(1) excellent classification 
sub-types was approved. 

(2) the light certain patho- 
genic changes, some types re- 
actions are considered helpful 
the skin type HD. 

(3) Precise and clear rules for 
anti-(HD) campaign, pointing 
out the usefulness dispensaries 

(4) Vaccination with BCG offers 
hope immunization, and may 
helpful therapeutically the 
future. 

(5) The governments different 
countries should encouraged 
Security laws which 
fit the patients and their families. 

The fourth Pan-American Conference 
Peru. 


* * 


Dr. Eugene Payne, the only physician 
from the United States present the 
Third Pan-American Conference, 
with the Department Clinical In- 
vestigation, Parke-Davis and Company, 
Detroit, Michigan. This manu- 
factures Promin, the first sulfone used 
Carville for treating Hansen’s dis- 
ease. Dr. Payne had important part 
initiating trials sulfone therap 
here. first visited Carville 1942 
and kept close touch with the local 
medical the experimental work 
progressed. —Ed. 


Conference Session 


Mail 


have studied nearly all the past is- 
sues THE STAR the Army Med- 
ical Library here while preparing 
“World Survey Catholic (Hansen’s 
disease) Work,” which will published 
booklet the Mission Press 
Techny, Illinois. The booklet will con- 
tain the following features: 

McGuire, C.M., Secretary General the 
Mission Secretariat Washington; 

(2) the Most Rev. 
Tomas Aspe, O.F.M., former Bishop 
Cochabamba, Bolivia, for the last eight 
years patient Argentina, the 
only Catholic Bishop modern times 
who has had HD; 

throughout the world owned staffed 
Catholic missionaries nursing 
Sisters, with the latest available epidem- 
iological statistics for each country 
found the International Journal 
Leprosy for 1944-51. 

gious orders priests and nuns engaged 
word; 

(5) Catholic and 
non-Catholic organizations this field, 
with their periodicals; 

(6) Bibliography general and 
Catholic books and booklets and 
great workers; 

(7) list films made col- 
onies owned staffed Catholics. 

the first study this kind which 
has been made, and trust will help 
show the splendid work being done 
Catholics this special field, which 
can compare very favorably with that 
our good Protestant Hitherto, 
however, they have had lead over 
this matter assembling and making 
available the facts. preparing this 
study, have had friendly contacts with 
Dr. Kellersberger, Mr. Danner, Mr. 
Donald Miller, well Mr. Burgess, 
Dr. Doull, Mrs. Weaver, and others. 

The bibliography 
mends THE STAR, and trust this will 
result number new subscriptions 
from our missioners the field. The 
text the survey contains two-nage 
section the stigma, quoting the Hav- 
ana resolutions and Miracle Carville 
and Sister Catherine Sullivan. Let 
hope that after reading it, our mission 
journals and general Catholic press will 
abandon the use that 
letter word. this technical paper de- 
signed for limited audience retained 
the term leprosy, but included the rec- 


ommendation that Hansen’s disease 
used its place all popular media. 

The survey based 54-question 
questionnaire which Father McGuire 
Mission Secretariat here and sent 
185 Catholic mission districts all over 
the world. got about 120 replies, 
showing intense interest prob- 
lems the part those actually en- 
gaged the work. 

believe that many Catholic 
brothers and sisters Carville will find 
this study many things proud 
and record many good priests 
and nuns and lay workers for whom 
And perhaps some non-Catholics 
will surprised and edified see how 
much work being done through- 
out the world non-Protestant Christ- 
ians. 

earnest hope that this survey 
may, with the help THE STAR and 
the Catholic press, indirectly contribute 
toward increasing the assistance already 
being given thousands victims 
aid groups such Bishop 
Sheen’s, Mr. Crouch’s, and Miss Da- 
chauer’s. 


Raphael Brown 

Member the Third Order 

St. Francis Assisi 
Washington, D.C. 


Mr. Brown, reference assistant 
Library Congress, wrote excep- 
and scholarly review 
Miracle Carville for WORLD MIS- 
SION (May 1951). The survey booklet 
will available about May Ist, accord- 
ing recent word from Mr. Brown. 


* * * 


Thank you very much for sending 
the March issue THE STAR 
which you discuss the implications and 
potentialities Rimifon and Marsilid. 
These drugs are only two whole 
class which uncovered during 
tematic investigation synthetic tuber- 
culostats the pyridine series. who 
research the chemotherapy 
tuberculosis also consider ourselves 
working simultaneously the chemo- 
therapy Hansen’s disease, since the 
causative organisms and the diseases 
themselves have much common, and 
moreover, those drugs which help tuber- 
culosis often have beneficial effect 
Hansen’s disease. 


Whether Rimifon, any 
other one the hydrazides have pre- 
pared will especially useful Han- 
sen’s disease still remains seen. 
Unfortunately, is, course, entirely 
possible that they will not 
ularly effective. However, 
cently turned attention specifically 
systematic investigation the chem- 
otherapy Hansen’s disease, and have 
every intention persisting that in- 
vestigation until the victims 


disease have the same hope for the fu- 
ture that now available the tuber- 
culosis patient. 


Herbert Fox 
Hoffman-La Roche, Inc. 
Chemicals Pharmaceut- 
icals 

Roche Park 

Nutley, New Jersey 


* * * 


heard that teacher one our 
high schools said class that Hansen’s 
disease very contagious. The teacher 
was corrected pupil. asked her 
where she got her She told 
him that she had read much about 
THE STAR which her daddy gets reg- 
ularly. seemed greatly interested 
and asked her bring copy THE 
STAR class which she did. 

intend visit classes the saine 
category all our schools and give five 
ten minute talks. thought you might 
able prepare brief summary 
the history THE STAR, giving 
dates and organizations such the 
groups that have assisted you. 


Jack Stout 
Corpus Christi, Texas 


THE STAR furnished Voyageur 
Jack Stout the with plenty 


* * 


THE STAR carrying out fine 
mission, and deserves have much 
larger circulation. cite personal ex- 
perience, 1914, was connected with 
the Bell Telephone Company White 
Castle and Donaldsonville, 
river from Carville, and while White 
Castle had home talent minstrel. 
Our manager wanted put 
performance the Carville Hospital, 
and the people were horrified that 
should risk ourselves going such 
place. Through the advanced knowledge 
THE STAR, note that not un- 
common for many people visit you. 


Frank Tyree 
Beaufort Voiture 1160-40 
South Carolina 


* * * 


have read THE STAR from cover 
cover and have never found such inter- 
reading material. 

happy learn the truth about 
Hansen’s disease through THE STAR. 
only every one the world had the 
opportunity read it. 


Wayne Engle, Editor 

The 

State Teachers Col. 
Danbury, Conn, 


April 


Salute Our 30-Year Men 


Harry, Mrs. Faulkner and Pedro 
talking over old times 


service stripes were given Carville 
patients, based the length our stay 
this hospital, with but one exception, 
Pedro, Dan and Harry, would wear- 
ing more “hashmarks,” than any us, 
for March 29, 1952, they hit the 30- 
year mark. 


This old-timer threesome all that 
left band patients who were 
transferred here 1922 from segrega- 
tion center the outskirts San 
Francisco, about year after Uncle Sam 
took over Carville. Others the 
fornia contingent died, were dis- 
charged and returned their homes, 
while some took “French leave.” But 
Pedro, Dan and Harry, like the mighty 
Mississippi which rolls our door, are 
still with us. 


human being ever sailed more 
sea 
greater physical storms than Pedro, who 
will his next birthday, Sep- 
tember 16. Born Acapulco, Mexico, 
the youngest family children, 
Pedro came the United States the 
age 12. The family settled San 
Francisco. Two years later 
came very ill. For many months doctors 
were unable diagnose his trouble, but 
finally identified “leprosy.” They 
gave him six months live. The be- 
wildered little boy who could not speak 
word English was once taken 
from his parents and thrust into the 
then, dingy, unsanitary San Francisco 


segregation center, where remained 
until was transferred Carville 
years later. 


Since his nineteenth year Pedro has 
lived with “in the ever-enduring 
But blindness has not broken 
his spirit. Nor has facial paralysis, 
bout with pneumonia, two serious oper- 
ations, coupled with several other in- 
firmities, changed his outlook 
life, and 1927, Pedro’s Hansen’s 
disease was pronounced “arrested,” 
although “took medicine.” 


Pedro devoted Christian. 
seldom misses Wednesday evening 
prayer meetings, and Friday night Bible 
classes. You will always find him his 
pew the Protestant Chapel Sunday 
mornings, neatly dressed even 
flower his coat lapel. Pedro has out- 
lived every member his family, and 
despite his many ups and downs 
happy and contented, because have 
peace mind,” said, puffing away 
good cigar. 


Sixty-two Pedro’s years have 
been spent isolation, and natu- 
ral that doesn’t care places. 
wasn’t interested when the American 
Legion Auxiliary offered take him 
for Sunday ride around the country- 
side the Legionmobile. Not Dan, 
who seized the opportunity and enjoyed 
the ride throroughly. was the first 
time Dan, 69, had been out isolation 
years, years the San Fran- 
cisco institution preceded his Carville 
residence. 


Dan was born Greece and came 
this country when was 19. During 
his first eleven years the U.S., did 
factory work, then found himself the 
San Francisco segregation center. Like 
Pedro, Dan has never seen Carville 
where has lived for three decades, for 
lost his sight several years before 
coming here. Dan has been inactive 
case since 1941. not sure that 
chaulmoogra oil, which took for 


eight years, did the trick his case 
just “burnt out.” 

There not patient this com- 
munity who loves sports, especially base- 
ball, more than Dan and ready and 
willing tune ball game any 
time the day night. likes 
cash the games, too, when can 
find someone with whom bet. Give 
Dan exciting ball game the air 
and cold bottle his hand, and the 
rest the world can by. 

Harry, 50-ish, the youngest this 
international trio, was born China 
and came the U.S. with his family 
1915. After only four years life the 
outside, was put inside the San 
Francisco compound. Twenty years ago 
the doctors told Harry his case was 
inactive but elected remain here 
and stay his job house-orderly 
for which receives small monthly 
salary part-time employee the 
U.S. Public Health Service. few years 
ago wanted take vacation visit 
his family the West Coast, but ar- 
rangements suitable all concerned 
were not made. Harry took his disap- 
with characteristic stoicism 
and says enjoys the once-in-a-great- 
while Sunday ride gets the Legion- 
mobile. does plenty riding daily 
his bike which pedals all over the 
place. Harry’s friends say that his bike, 
like firehorse, can find its way Car- 
ville’s Club where cards and dice 
shuffle and shake the tune 

Shortly after Pedro, Dan and Harry 
arrived Carville 1922, they had 
visitor from California. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Faulkner, deaconess 
the Free Methodist Church Sacra- 
mento, has made twenty-eight trips from 
California Carville since, coming 
every year but one, see her three 
friends whom she first met and visited 
often when they were the San Fran- 
cisco segregation center. almost time 
for Mrs. Faulkner’s 1952 visit see “my 
boys,” our 30-year men, whom salute. 


Carville’s Handicapped May Benefit From 
Amendment Social Security Act 


The Louisiana State Department 
Public Welfare, its program sub- 
mitted the new legislature which 
meets May 12, asking for (among 
other items): Enactment law 
thet will enable the department claim 
federal matching funds help the aged, 
blind and permanently disabled persons 
who are patients public medical in- 
stitutions other than institutions for 
mental diseases and 
provided Public Law 734—Social Se- 
curity Act Amendments 1950). (2) 
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Amendments the public assistance act 
revoke the provisions which prohibit 
grants persons public institutions. 
Both the above steps are necessary 
before any financial assistance grants 
can considered Louisiana for its 
residents our hospital, according 


Miss Sarah Ahearne, Carville’s Chief 


Social Service, who, together with Dr. 
Johansen, our Medical Officer 
Charge, has been working close co- 
operation with the Louisiana Depart- 
ment Public Welfare. Such financial 


assistance grants apply Louisiana pa- 
tients only. hope that other states 
will follow Louisiana’s lead. (While our 
patients come from about thirty various 
states, addition five areas outside 
the continental United States, the 
majority come from Texas, California 
and Florida.) 

The authority the U.S. Public 
Health Service limited that pro- 
viding medical care (as far Carville 
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Ist row, left right, Dr. Barton, Dr. 
Sargent, Dr. Johansen, Dr. Rusk, Dr. 
Shepard, Dr. Diehl, Dr. Schoeny 

2nd row, Dr. Crosby, Miss Switzer, Dr. 
Hunt, Dr. Aufranc 

3rd row, Mrs. Schoeny, Mrs. Sargent, 
Mrs. Diehl, Dr. Wolcott, Mr. Taylor 
4th row, Mrs. Casey, Miss Vivian Wintz, 
the local school faculty, Ed. Fitz- 
Gerald, Dr. Baker, T.H. Rickman, Jr., 
Director Community Activities 


“Our visitors will arrive shortly after 
Thus did Dr. Frederick 
Johansen, Medical Officer Charge, 
adjourn the morning staff meeting 
Friday, March 14. Staff members melted 
through the doorways leaving Dr. Jo- 
hansen chat with his own chief, Dr. 
Halsey Hunt, Chief the Division 
Hospitals for the U.S. Public Health 
Service out Washington, and Mr. Ed- 
ward FitzGerald, Information Specialist 
for the Division Hospitals. aside 
Dr. Hunt, Dr. Johansen was heard 
after 10:00 but they are like most 

But this was ordinary group 
visitors. This group comprised the com- 
mittee working out the Executive 
Office the President the United 
States and known the Health Advi- 
sory Committee the Office Defense 
Mobilization. This group also acts 
the National Advisory Committee the 
Selective Service System and such 
pacity interested not only Selective 
Service functions with respect phy- 
sicians, dentists, etc., but also are in- 
terested better utilization all types 
professional personnel. 

approximately 9:20 a.m. the gate- 
man phoned Dr. Johansen’s office ad- 
vise that the committee had arrived. 
matter minutes Dr. was shaking 
hands with Dr. Howard Rusk, Chair- 
man the committee. Dr. Rusk in- 
ternationally known for his pioneering 
work the field rehabilitation, and 
for his feature articles the New York 
Times. Then quick order came Miss 
Mary Switzer, Chief the Office Vo- 
cational Rehabilitation for the Federal 
Security Agency; Dr. William Shep- 
ard, Specialist Public Health and 
Vice-President the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company; Dr. Leo Schoe- 


ny, dental member the committee, 
who practices dentistry New Orleans; 
Dr. Howard Diehl, Dean the Medical 
Sciences the University Minnesota; 
Dr. James Sargent, practicing urolo- 
gist from Milwaukee, who also serves 
chairman the American Medical 
Association Council Emergency 
Health Services; Dr. Edwin Crosby, 
Director Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
Baltimore, Maryland; Mr. Eugene 
Taylor, Consultant the committee, 
who with Dr. Rusk the Institute 
Rehabilitation New York City and 
the New York Times office; Dr. Paul 
Barton, Executive Secretary the com- 
mittee, whose primary responsibility 
the Selective Service Program, and 
Mrs. Margaret Casey, Secretary the 
committee. Then came Dr. William 
Aufranc who the Director the 
Health Resources staff and such has 
responsibility for the studies and ana- 
lyses being done for the committee 
which they base their advice. Dr. Au- 
franc incidentally loan the 
fice Defense Mobilization from the 
United States Public Service. Additional 
visiting ladies included—Mrs. Harold 
Dielh, Mrs. James Sargent and Mrs. Leo 
Schoney. Last, but not least was our 
own consulting psychiatrist Dr. James 
(Boards) Baker, New Orleans. 


After brief period allotted stretch- 
ing eliminate the travel kinks, the 
group convened Dr. Johansen’s office 
informal meeting during which 
Dr. Johansen briefly sketched 
tory the hospital and touched each 
phase the treatment program. The 
committee was just popping with ques- 
tions but was finally agreed that the 
interest conservation time would 
well start tour the hospital, 
its facilities, services and people. The 
visitors saw the powerhouse, the laun- 
dries, the water plant, the chapels, Lake 
Johansen, maintenance shops, the cot- 
tage area, the golf course, ball field and 
then finally stop the recreation 
building. From there the group advanc- 
through the school rooms and in- 
the manuel arts therapy and occupa- 
tional therapy shops adjacent the the- 
atre. The next stop was house where 
the committee had chance meet 
THE STAR staff and review its facil- 
ities and operating plant. Johnny “Flash 
for Cash” Harris did the 
fice business for minutes. The next 
stop was the infirmary where the group 
had opportunity review the facil- 
ities and services occupational therapy 
and physical therapy. Later they visited 
the laboratory where Dr. Rolla Wolcott, 
Clinical Director, interpreted the clin- 
ical pictures. now was lunch time 
the group adjourned the din- 
ing room where there were lot hap- 
faces when the committee finally had 


chance sit down. They had walked 
further and faster aound the 
than they had realized. 


The luncheon proved de- 
lightful occasion and provided splen- 
did opportunity for the visiting com- 
mittee meet and talk individually 
with many members the hospital 
including the doctors, the therapists, the 
school teachers, administrative person- 
nel, etc. concluding the luncheon, Dr. 
Rusk, speaking behalf all the com- 
mittee members, expressed warm 
ration for and high praise the patients 
and all personnel this hospital. was 
moment which all who reside here, 
both patients and personnel, may 
rightfully proud. 


Following the luncheon the commit- 
tee adjourned the infirmary where 
Dr. Wolcott, and members the 
cal staff collaboration with the pa- 
tients did excellent clinic for the hen- 
efit the visitors. The committee had 
been determined leave promptly 
3:00 p.m. However, 3:20 the clinic was 
still going strong and there was not one 
bit restlessness displayed anyone 
present. 


afternoon following round pleasant 
conversational exchanges gates 
swung outward and the committee de- 
parted. 


Here Carville are proud the 
fact that such distinguished committee 
took time from its busy routine visit 
us. are proud, too, one particular 
line Dr. Rusk’s follow-up letter, “It” 
was one the brightest days en- 
tire experience.” 


* * * 


Mrs. Nelle Carlson, Riverside, 
Calif., Junior President the Dis- 
trict, American Legion Auxiliary, visited 
Carville the fall 1952 route 
the National Convention Flordia. 
While she had been subscriber earlier, 
this visit stimulated her interest great 
deal. Upon her return California she 
toured Units her District and rapidly 
secured sufficient subs. become 
member our Club. She has not 
stopped just speaking the Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary but carrying the 
campaign public enlightment 
far afield. While visiting Omaha, 
Nebraska, she spoke the Executive 
Meeting the Nebraska Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union 
Douglas County WCTU. She secured 
and sent subscriptions after these 
talks. She spoke about Carville 
group women South Omaha, an- 
other group WCTU members Au- 
burn, the Nebraska Mothers Omaha, 
and several American Legion Auxiliary 
Units that state. 


April 


Distinguished Medical Committee Visits Carville 


Now Flag City 


The flag raised Boy Scouts and 
Edward Stanley, building superintend- 
ent this hospital. 


March the U.S. Treasury De- 
partment presented its Flag City Award 
the Carville community recogni- 
tion its outstanding support the 
nation’s defense effort through 
regular purchase defense bonds under 
the payroll savings plan. This was the 
first award its kind made the 
State Louisiana. 

Dr. F.A. Johansen, Medical Officer 
Charge, accepted the award—in the form 
blue flag—from Mr. Edgar 
Sowar Baton Rouge, one the Treas- 
ury Department’s volunteer defense 


bonds chairman and member 
State Executive Committee for payroll 
savings. 

Secretary the Treasury John 
Snyder sent message Dr. Johansen, 
reading part, “More than three-quar- 
ters the people employed Carville 
are buying defense bonds through 
ular voluntary deductions 
officially compliment the people this 
purposeful community.” 

Dr. Halsey Hunt, Chief Division 
Hospitals, U.S. Public Health Service, 
down from Washington, presented the 
Minute Man citation “for outstanding 
participation the payroll savings pro- 
gram,” signed Federal Security Agen- 
Administrator Oscar Ewing and 
Surgeon General Leonard Sheele. 
Mrs. Clara Gilmore, 
sonnel officer, accepted this citation for 
the members the staff. 

his presentation remarks Dr. Hunt 
conveyed the congratulations the 
Public Health Service the employees 
Carville for their deep sense pa- 
triotism achieving this award. 
said, the first Minute Man 
citation given any federal agency the 
State Louisiana.” 

Asking Mr. Sowar thank Secretary 
Snyder for bestowing the Flag City hon- 
upon Carville, Dr. 
“We consider ourselves privileged 
Americans have readily available 


Mrs. Gilmore accepts citation from Dr. 


opportunity invest ourselves, 
our government and our future 
the regular purchase U.S. Defense 
” 


The ceremonies took place the flag 
staff front the recreation building 
the hospital grounds. The invocation 
was pronounced Reverend N.C. Elder 
and the benediction Father Edward 
Boudreaux, resident chaplains. The 
patients’ orchestra and chorus furnished 
incidental music throughout the cere- 
monies. 


Senator elect Horace Wilkinson III, 
Port Allen, said that was proud 
that this hospital was the district 
which privileged represent. 


Representing the Treasury Depart- 
ment were Joseph Knecht, State Di- 
rector for Louisiana and C.D. Andry, 
Deputy Director. 


Sister Catherine 


“Warm and fond congratulations 
your appointment. May God continue 
give you wisdom and strength, that 
His beauty will upon your leader- 
ship and the community you serve.” 
This was the message wired Sister 
Catherine Sullivan (above) Merillac 
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Seminary, Normandy, Missouri, 
members THE STAR staff learn- 
ing that she had been named March 
her superiors France, visit- 
atrix the Western Province Daugh- 
ters Charity St. Vincent Paul. 
Sister Catherine succeeds the late Sister 
Caroline Collins, under whom she was 
assistant visitatrix, since 1936. Before 
assuming that duty, Sister Catherine 
served Carville for years. 


* * 


PARIS BOUND 


Sister Teresa Kelly, Chief Nurse 
this hospital, will sail from New York 
April 15, for Paris, France, where she 

make her retreat the Mother 
House her order, Daughters Char- 
ity St. Vincent Paul. Each year 
two Sisters this order the United 
States are invited their Superiors 
France the Mother House. During 
her three months’ stay Europe, Sister 
Teresa plans visit the different houses 
and works the Daughters Charity 


France, Italy and Ireland. 

Sister Teresa Kelly became Chief 
Nurse here 1945, having previously 
been duty Carville, from 1922-32, 
member our nursing staff. 


BATON ROUGE 


Shop 


DALTON’S 


Phone 2-4421 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 
General Merchants 
Fancy Groceries, 

Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient Courteous Service 
Carville, Louisiana 


Carville Voyageurs Greet National Head 
Forty and 


When enjoyed the Yankee hospital- 
ity Voiture New York City, 
Forty and Eight, the fun 
society The Legion 
its installation last 
November, was privileged meet the 
guest honor, George Boland 
Omaha, Nebraska, and hear him 
speak. Mr. Boland this year’s Chef 
Chemin Fer (National Commander) 
the Forty and Eight, leading the ac- 
tivites its 100,000 members. 

Not the least these activities, which 
include varied civic and patriotic serv- 
ices, the interest “the shock troops 
the Legion” THE STAR and the 
great part Voyageurs (Members) have 
had expanding our educational pro- 
gram Hansen’s disease. Voiture Nat- 
ionale adopted officially 1943 and 
that adoption has meant the difference 
between few hundred mimeographed 
issues and the present 9,000 printed 
papers, mailed all over the world. 

our New York meeting, Chef 
Boland expressed the hope that 
would able visit Carville during 
his year office as, said, “Every- 
where hear about Carville.” Chef 
Boland and Mrs. Boland headed for the 
deep South attend the Forty and 
Dixie Promenade (Meeting) 
Biloxi, Mississippi, March 22-23. They 
came via New Orleans especially they 
could spend the afternoon Friday, 
March Carville with members 
our Voiture Locale 902. They motored 
Carville with Father Clayton 
Breaux and Rt. Rev. Msgr. H.J. Jacobi. 

Sous Chef Chemin Fer (National 
our own Sam Rubin 
Monroe, Louisiana, was hand 
greet the Bolands, were Voyageurs 
Frank Nesom, B.L. Spann Joe 


Darwin Baton Rouge. The entire 
party was warmly welcomed Dr. F.A. 
Johansen, member our Voiture 
Locale, and Grande Medicin (Doctor) 
the Grand Voiture Louisiana. 

The visitors were escorted the Club 
Lounge Dr. Johansen and Mr. T.H. 
Rickman Jr., Director Community 
Activities, where members our Voit- 
ure Locale were waiting. Chef Gare 
(head the local group) Joe Lino, 
World War Vet, expressed sincere ap- 
preciation for Chef Boland’s visit. Brief 
talks were given Chef Boland, Sous 
Chef Rubin, B.L. Spann and others, be- 
fore touring the community. special 
point interest our visitors was the 
print shop THE STAR where they 
saw our modern equipment, most 
which was the gift the Forty and 
Chef Boland handed Ann Page, 
cur Managing Editor, number sub- 
scriptions THE STAR from his own 
Omaha Voiture 206. Chef Boland 
seemed immensely pleased with his Car- 
ville visit and certainly were de- 
lighted have the “top man” the 
Forty and Eight and his gracious wife 
call us. Mrs. Boland was presented 
memento the occasion. 

member the legal profession 
Omaha, former President the 
Omaha Bar Association, former Vice- 
President the Nebraska State Bar 
Association, and was serving Avocat 
Nationale (Lawyer) the time his 
election Chef Chemin Fer. 


Dixie Promenade 


was gratifying experience for 
attend the Dixie Promenade the 


Forty and Eight Biloxi Sunday 
March 23, where was given fifteen 
minutes the program the Prom- 
enade’s closing session, and spoke for 
thirty. was the first time had had the 
opportunity saying “thank you” 
person large segment the Forty 
and Eight membership, “thank you” for 
the help and magnificent support the 
organization has given us. Voyageurs 
from nine Southern States (Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee and 
Texas) were there. was introduced 
Sam Rubin and one could have asked 
for more receptive listeners. Many 
questions followed the talk and Car- 
ville’s good friend and mine, Chef 
Chemin Fer Passe Guy Land 
Clarksdale, Miss., General Chairman 
the Dixie Promenade, generously said 
that felt talk would “bear copious 
quantities fruit.” 


warmly received and chat again with 
Mr. and Mrs. Boland and hear the 
Chef’s message the Promenade. Cor- 
respondant Nationale (Secretary) 
Charles Ardery, who recently retired 
after twenty-seven years service the 
Forty and Eight and long-time friend 
Carville, addressed the Promenade. 


Grand Chef Gare, Dr. 
Roger Lewis presided over the South-. 
land’s Dixie Forty and Eight Fifth An- 
nual Promenade. Gordon Matthews, 
Marianna, Arkansas, Secretaire Perm- 
anent, Guy Land, Sam Rubin and 
Grand Chef, Dr. M.E. Kaffie, Shreve- 
port, Grand Voiture Louisiana, all 
had part programing talk Car- 
ville 


CARVILLE HANDICAPPED... 
(Continued from page 

patients are concerned). This care, due 
the nature and course Hansen’s 
disease, usually extends over 
several years. Patients are provided 
food, living quarters and some clothing 
necessary part their care, but 
there provision this time 
which the U.S.P.H.S. may provide them 
with little pocket money” for inci- 
dentals. 

Uncle Sam good host those 
who need his care, but there are many 
things which cannot this time 
provided which make life more 
bearable, and which patients without 
income must forego. 


From its limited funds derived from 
operation The Canteen, the Carville 
Patients’ Federation for many years has 
made effort provide small 
mount spending money for blind and 


patients without income. 
The one dollar month which used 
provided has been increased two 
dollars month. additional two 
dollars every three months provided 
these patients the Jolly Social 
Club, organization made mostly 
blind patients. The Jolly Social Club 
raises the main part its funds through 
annual fair held within the hospital. 
All all, this total about $2.67 
month indeed inadequate, but 
better than nothing for the group con- 
cerned, some patients. About pa- 
tients receive only the benefit provided 
the Jolly Social Club. addition 
the above estimated that there are 


about other patients who have 
income their own and who are dis- 
abled extent that they cannot hold 
part-time employment which provided 
the U.S.P.H.S. and shared about 
170 patients our total patient enroll- 


ment, which averages 400. 

Many friends Carville patients have 
become interested helping 
mote state legislation necessary give 
James Morrison, representative 
from this 6th Congressional district has 
evidenced special interest. meet- 
ing the Grand Cheminot the Forty 
Eight, Grand Voiture Louisiana, 
called Grand Chef Gare Dr. 
Malcom Kaffie Shreveport, the 
Cheminot adopted appropriate reso- 
lution submitted the Grand 
Promenade meeting Monroe, La., 
July. Governor elect Kennon 
dicated his interest extending the 
benefits P.L. 734 Carville patients. 
Readers THE STAR can help 


writing their State Legislators and 
their Departments Social Welfare, 
particularly the States Louisiana, 
Texas, Florida and California. 


April 


Wrote His Own Epitaph 


— 


B.L. Spann 


his unselfish service others, B.L. 
Spann wrote his own epitaph, not 
marble, granite stone but 
hearts his family and friends, particu- 
larly his Carville friends his 
last day earth was devoted. 

Less than six hours before his sudden 
death coronary thrombosis 
his home in, Baton Rouge Monday, 
March 24, B.L. was Carville. and 
Joe Darwin brought back Car- 
ville Sunday evening about 
where attended the 
Dixie Promenade the Forty and 
Eight. They lingered Wits-End talk 
over the events the day. Carville had 
been one the main topics discus- 
sion the Promenade. 

Bright and early that Sunday morn- 
ing, B.L. drove the station wagon, be- 
longing the local American Legion 
Post, over from Baton Rouge, where 
and Frank Nesom, his closest friend 
and Legion buddy, had arranged have 
serviced gratis before joining Joe 
and for the trip Biloxi. pleased 
B.L. very much that and Joe were 
taking first Forty and Eight 
gathering outside own bailiwick. 
the return trip Carville, B.L. was 
full plans for the future. The two 
projects immediate concern B.L. 
were legislative measures necessary 
give those Carville patients without 
income small monthly allowance, and 
revision V.A. regulations 
taining World War veterans hos- 
pitalized here. 


More than twenty years ago, 


B.L. Spann was District Commander 
The American Legion, heard about 


with Hansen’s disease isolated Car- 
ville. B.L. considered plain Legion 
duty call his buddies. Shocked 
conditions found, determined 
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something about and came again 
and again. interested 
then Department Commander the 
Legion, who turn interested Watson 
Miller Washington, D.C., then the 
American Legion’s National Rehabilita- 
tion Chairman. This marked the real 
beginning the American 
interest Carville national level, 
interest which has been powerful 
factor help bring about many the 
improvements the physical set-up 
enjoy today. 

was B.L.’s idea that the veterans 
confined here form their own Legion 
Post, and himself installed our first 
officers the fall 1931. 

Our visitors were few and far between 
those days. Actually, the adminis- 
tration discouraged visitors, except rel- 
atives. The deadly monotony was re- 
lieved only twice-a-week movies. B.L. 
sensed the discouragement and gloom 
which prevaded the place and realized 
that our immediate need was for contact 
with the outside world. began bring- 
ing “live” entertainment, for the 
most part amateur singers, dancers, and 
comedians from Baton Rouge, 
wherever could find people willing 
come who could persuaded 
come. About once month trestles and 
boards were set for stage the 
old ramshackle canteen building, and 
could depend upon B.L. showing 
all smiles, but apologetic because 
“we are late again.” (The rough road 
Carville could traversed only 
auto-bronco busting.) B.L. acted 
emcee, always opening with, “we have 
fine program for you tonight, folks.” 
What lift gave see new faces, 
and the shows were talked about from 
one performance the next. 


Through the years B.L. brought more 
entertainment Carville than any 
other one person. was altogether 
fitting that should present the first 
group visiting entertainers appear 
our beautiful new theater. This 
occasion was preceded the formal 
opening the recreation building 
the summer 1941, which B.L. 
spoke. have copy the talk gave 
that evening. indicative his deep 
feeling for us. “Here are last 
our Dream House, now completed and 
ready for use good friends. 
one the happiest moments life 
mingle with you tonight this cele- 
bration and tell you that there are 
other things must accomplish for 
you. have reached one our ob- 
jectives, and now must fight side 
side reach others you deserve, benefits 
which will reach into your very rooms 
and give you the best treatment pos- 


sible.” 
One day the early while B.L. 


wes visiting here, one our veterans 
received message, relayed from the Ad- 
ministration Building, that his mother 
was very ill and wanted talk him 
telephone. The message was delivered 
there was way speak his 
mother there was telephone avail- 
the patients. (We had been told 
times that the expense instal- 
ling long distance telephone our 
side the hedge was prohibitive.) That 
same day B.L. went back Baton 
Rouge and discussed the matter with 
Governor James Noe. The Governor 
called the District Manager the tele- 
phone company. Within matter 
days had our telephone. 

Governor Noe then visited Carville 
with Mr. Spann, whom made 
honorary Colonel his staff, and the 
Governor also conferred the same title 
the Commander our local Legion 
Post. 

Carville patients won the right 
vote 1946, but few people know that 
took twelve years unremitting ef- 
fort bring this about. Legionnaires 
throughout the State worked 
project, beginning 1934, and none was 
more active than B.L. Spann who laid 
much the groundwork, even ap- 
pearing before the Parish Police Jury 
(County Commissioners) 
mine, speaking our behalf. 


B.L.’s interest started with our local 
veterans but soon spread include the 
general welfare all the patients. 
far back contacted members 
Congress, begging for better medical 
care, and because his pleas several 
Congressmen took the matter directly 
the top brass the U.S. Public 
Health Service. This did not add 
B.L.’s popularity with officialdom, but 
was not concerned. His first consider- 
ation, then and always, was the need 
the patients, and those days our needs 
were many and vital, and our champions 
were few. 


the summer 1949, B.L. made 
trip Washington testify before 
bill modernize legislation Hansen’s 
disease. B.L. admitted that there were 
comparatively few people the 
with Hansen’s disease, but those few, 
said, “Have much right 
liberty and the pursuit happiness 
thousands have.” 

B.L. for one was determined all 
could, ways small and large, 
promote that “pursuit happiness.” 
Our annual Armistice Day celebration 
always found B.L. and Frank here from 
early late, preparing and serving 
barbecue for the entire patient body. 
THE Christmas parties, B.L. 
was charge the refreshments and 
could usually found the kitchen 
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stopping only long enough extend 
holiday greetings all and present 
the youngsters with gifts cash from the 
Baton Rouge Forty and Eight. 

With but one thought mind, what 
could for Carville, B.L. attended 
National, Department and District meet- 
ings The American Legion and Forty 
and Eight Promenades, where would 
usually take package STARS 
distribute. the National Prome- 
nade the Forty and Eight 1947, 
was appointed national chairman 
special committee secure THE 
STAR’s new printing press. 

There were many projects for 
which B.L. worked, some which suc- 
ceeded and few did not, would 
impossible enumerate them all, but 
into each one put his whole heart 
and energies. one patient said when 
heard B.L.’s passing, “What are 
going do? could call him 
any hour the day night, home 
his work, and was always willing 
help.” 

“Always willing help,” that cer- 
tainly true. There were times when 
couldn’t deliver but he’d always try. 
don’t want this sound effusive, B.L. 
wouldn’t like that, but fact that 
Carville patients called him 
everything from buying lumber ar- 
ranging hotel accommodations 
atives. B.L. was Carville Friday, 
March 21, greet Chef Boland. was 
late for the meeting because two pa- 
tients and relative another patient 
brought their problems him and that, 
course, came first. 

active B.L. was this com- 
munity, was equally the civic 
affairs his home town Baton Rouge 
where had been employed for 
years the Standard Oil Company. 

years Carville have been easier, 
because B.L. Spann, and life has 
been enriched his friendship, and 
certain this holds true for all his 
other friends here. His work 
interest patients Carville has bene- 
fited not only those who are 
here today but will benefit Carville pa- 
tients for years come. 

proverbial that God helps those 
who help themselves, but for those who, 
through adverse circumstances, need 
help help themselves, believe that 
God creates men like B.L. Spann. 


Pass THE STAR your friends. 


STAR Book Shelf 


Born Those Years Perry Burgess, 
Henry Holt and Co., New York: 


excellent and factual recital 
the writer’s travels head and 
the interest the Leonard Wood Mem- 
orial, foundation working towards the 
great interest all who like read 
autobiographies and travel books with 
their exciting experiences and those 
with inquiring mind. 

brings out most the aspects 
Hansen’s disease during period tran- 
sition between era pagan supersti- 
and that humane handling the pa- 
tients according the Golden Rule and 
normal, sane viewpoint the whole 
subject the medical profession and 
the layman. 

indicates that are still only 
that period transition evidenced 
the author himself his efforts 
show the advances made during the 
period which writes and that 
himself becomes backslider quite fre- 
quently throughout the book indis- 
criminately using the rusty 
translation the name for the disease 
“leprosy” instead Hansen’s disease, 
HD, Hansenosis. This rather sur- 
prising inasmuch was who was 
istrumental getting the recom- 
mendation that the use the word 
“leper” eliminated from the medical 
vocabulary and made effort doing 
the same for “leprosy,” although inef- 
fectually, the 5th International Lep- 
rosy Congress Cuba i948. 

However that may the book 
sincere and inierestingly written, gives 
the reader some idea the distribution 
the disease, what being done and 
how much more COULD done 
towards its control and elimination 
the world. also shows how little has 
been accomplished the 
versal practice segregation 
after all said and done, medication 
with the proper drugs still the best 
factor control until the day when 
discovered how the disease trans- 

One can read between the lines the 
wards victims HD, but becomes 
obvious that the devils antiquity con- 
stantly plague him into relapsing the 
use words, phrases and statements 
which indicate that the ice still very 
his suggestion for sterilizing patients 
with HD, without consideration their 
rights human beings determine 
tneir own destiny. All which con- 
troversial and therefore becomes good 
subject for arguments pro and con from 
which will eventually evolve more 
sensible way handling the disease ac- 
cording climate, type and communi- 


cability, and status the patient himself 
mentally, physically and financially. 


Gertrude Hornbostel 
North Bellmore, N.Y. 


* * * 


Make Haste, Beloved Thelma 
Thompson, Austin-Phelps, New 


Everyone interested the battle for 
better understanding dis- 
ease welcomes any contribution that will 
help shed the light truth and remove 
the misconceptions that prevail regard- 
ing it. Thelma Thompson’s book Make 
Haste, Beloved, effort the 
right direction. both the medical and 
social aspects this disease today there 
are some bright spots, some dark, and 
many that are just plain gray. Miss 
Thompson’s book reflected this. The 
story centers around the lives iden- 
tical twins, Starr and Lark Harlowe. 
The former becomes surgeon skilled 
plastic and remedial operations, the 
latter nurse who serves during the war 
the South Pacific and contracts Han- 
sen’s disease. The conflict loves, fam- 
ily relationships ambi- 
tions that arise the lives the two 
sisters focalize for Starr Lark’s mis- 
fortune and her own fight against the 
love John Phillips, the Protestant 
Chaplain Carville. The struggle 
resolved when she sacrificially accepts 
John’s suggestion that she impersonate 


Lark the Hansenarium allow her 


return home for the birth her baby. 
Through this experience Starr also re- 
solves the conflict between her love for 
John and her desire continue her 
surgical career. 


Miss Thompson’s handling the in- 
stitutional situation here shows sym- 
pathy with the problems but poorly 
oriented the actual geography 
the hospital and inaccurate many 
aspects the life. regrettable that 
she did not make deeper the spot 
study the place she was writing about. 
This, some degree, vitiates the pur- 
pose for which the book was written. 
unfortunate too that Miss Thompson 
did not weave more plausible story 
round the important subject Hansen’s 
disease. 


the resident Protestant Chaplain 
Carville, confess some misgivings 
when first heard the book’s plot. 
People sometimes confuse fact 
tion and could not help but wonder 
what kind reputation the fictional 
chaplain would give me. grateful 
Miss Thompson for painting him 
she has and also for presenting the entire 
religious life this hospital dig- 
nified manner. 


Chaplain Carl Elder 
Carville, La. 
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Miss Marlor Presents 


Fifteen neophyte artisans sat looking 
and listening attentively the sheets 
Plexiglas were fabricated into picture 
frames, jewel boxes, and cigarette cases, 
were blown molded into bowls, 
plates, and trays. The atmosphere was 
gay and productive real interest 
Miss Dorothea Marlor, her friendly, 
informal manner instruction led them 
through the intricacies working with 
plastic, winning host friends for 
herself and the company she represents— 
Rohm and Haas, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Miss Marlor officially industrial 
designer; but her eighteen-month 
tour across the country, during which 
she will visit all the government hos- 
pitals which receive Rohm and Haas’ 
seventy-five pound gift bundles plas- 
tic, she doing the finest kind public 
relations job. 


Dorothea Marlor attended Moore In- 
stitute Philadelphia, the country’s 
oldest industrial art school, where she 
took commercial art. remember 
her words correctly she said that the 
school was originally known 
Moore Institute Design for Women. 
This was usually transposed wags 
“the Institute for Designing Women.” 
Dorothea shows her school spirit when 
she says she’s tired being single and 
wants get her design some man. 
But she has enjoyed her ten years 
work the field plastics and plans 
continue until, she adds candidly, 
can collect social security and 
settle down practicing art for art’s 
sake.” her graduation 
Moore Institute, Miss Marlor won the 


Henry Snell traveling fellowship, and 
the the age twenty- 
one, went Europe for 
study. While here Carville, she tried 
appropriate few words from the 
several languages which are spoken 
the patients, but her experience here was 
just had been Europe, where her 
Parisian landlady and family had 
learn English because Dorothea could 
not learn French. 


registered industrial designer, 
Dorothea Marlor suggests uses and 
designs for plastic the people who buy 
Rohm and Haas’ Plexiglas. This com- 
pany one the country’s ten leading 
producers plastic, probably marketing 
some 200 products. About 97% this 
production used industry for motor 
insulation, paint bases, etc. Although 
plastics have been known since the end 
the they advanced slowly 
through the celluloid-collar stage and 
got their big boost during the war, when 
they were grabbed the aircraft 
industry, and Plexiglas became house- 
hold word with all Americans. 


Carvillians had done some work with 
plastics before the arrival Miss Mar- 
lor, but her visit, demonstration, and 
display jewelry, candle holders, but- 
tons, etc., disclosed entire new field 
possibilities for the creative hands 
local craftsmen. She was enthused over 
work being down here weaving and 
ceramics. “Artistically uninhibited” was 
the tag she placed Zephanis’ pottery, 
and she could see reason why this 
should not carried over into the 
fields plastics. Then she examined 


Attention focused Miss Dorothea 
Marlor she explains the techniques 
the plastic craft. 


with interest the perfection Lomy 
Bello’s woven baskets and sandals, skills 
brought from his home the Philip- 
pines, she was impressed the oppor- 
tunity for original design based 
materials which are hand and charac- 
teristic motifs which are indigenous 
the various cultures represented here. 


Already improvisations 
place provide strip heaters, ovens and 
forms there will less delay 
putting into practice the tricks the 
trade learned from Miss Marlor. The 
pottery kiln can the work heating 
the sheets plastic, and Olson Graham 
has brought out his bicycle pump and 
has teamed with Paul Keisler, Manual 
Arts Instructor, make the forms for 
the blowing. Dorothea Marlor 
must pay tribute. She created en- 
thusiasm and left scratching our heads 
figuring out ways get the job 
quickly possible. —T.H.R. 


THE STAR would like bring this 
story spring romance you just 
came from one the patients 
Holland with whom correspond. 


.Great things have happened 
life. Last April married Miss— 
who also patient. She twenty-four 
years old, has dark curly hair, sunny 
smile kiss away, and good-humored 
all the day. met her when was the 
hospital and she was waiting the hall 
for her weekly supply Diasone tablets. 
There was something the air; don’t 
know what, but brought her 
and plainly said, ‘Glad see you; 
Hansen just like me, 
you?’ She was frightened for while, but 
then she shrugged her shoulders and 
whispered, too?’ 

“That was the beginning. She’s 
wife now and every day love her more 
and more. I’ve told her much about 
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Love The Reason 


Carville and THE STAR, which she 
reads eagerly every month.” 


* * * 


They lived happily ever after usually 
the way reel life and fortunately 
often real life but not always, was 
the tragedy the Chinese couple re- 
cently revealed the press. Chinese 
couple, both whom had Hansen’s dis- 
ease, too poor marry, committed su- 
icide each other arms electrocu- 
tion. Lai Kun-chun, 34, postman, took 
his sweetheart, Yung Suen-yu, 27, the 
Red Plum hotel Hong Kong, where 
they tied electric wire around their 
legs and died last embrace. 


* * * 
Minnesota couple, both mission- 


aries, are spending their honeymoon 
Hansen’s disease settlement Tan- 


gayika, British East Africa. are 
Rev. and Mrs. Ruben Pederson who 
were married March Forest 
Lake, the home the bride, the former 
Miss Helen Koester. 


The privet hedge the grounds 
the Carville hospital which serves the 
boundary line patients’ 
side and other side” (personnel) 
easily scaled but never abused. 
Well hardly ever.. The little guy with 
the bow and arrow has been known 
leap lightly over it. happened not 
too long ago. She, dignified, reserved 
and quite competent member the 
staff, charge one the treatment 
centers. He, patient this hospital 
for many years, employed her as- 
sistant the same department. was 
discharged. She resigned. Wedding bells. 
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Missionaries Study Here 


Among the interesting people visiting 
Carville recently were, left right Miss 
Compton, Dr. Cummins, Jr., and 
Miss Augusta Thiessen, who 
tured THE STAR office, 
through some the recently published 
books which have their back- 
ground. All three are the missionary 
field, and while the latter two are pre- 
paring for their first assignments, Miss 
Compton back this country 
furlough after six years India. 


Miss Compton, who cautioned that 
everything that said about India must 
qualified “in province,” has 
been stationed the community 
Raj Nondgaon, M.P., which central 
India. She attended Taylor University, 
Indiana, and received her nurse’s train- 
ing Englewood Hospital, Chicago, 
before going India under the sponsor- 
ship the Missionary Bands the 
World. India she studied about Han- 
sen’s disease the School Tropical 
Medicine, Calcutta, under Dr. Dhar- 
mendra, whom she describes one 
the best Hansenologists the world. 
She added that they are doing lot 
research there, which always interest- 
ing us. 

talking about the effect 
the people her province, which 
very endemic one, she revealed that 
when they develop the illness they lose 
their caste status and have leave the 
village. the government makes 
provision for these wanderers, they 
frequently starve death. Those who 
come the community where Miss 
Compton stationed are treated 
combination D.D.S. and hydnocarpus 
(the parent sulfone and the old chaul- 
moogra oil), and the results are very 
good. When the illness cured, the gov- 
ernment does demand that the patient 
accepted back into the village, but 
order regain his place the caste, 
the patient must pay for food and serve 
expense that only very few can afford. 

Miss Compton will return India 
August, and she looking forward 
she loves the country and the peo- 


ple. 


Young Miss Augusta Thiessen start- 


ing out her first missionary field 
work, under the auspices the Board 
International Christian (HD) Mis- 
sion. She registered nurse and 
graduate Bethel Deaconess School, 
which gives special preparation for mis- 
sionary work foreign fields. Miss 
Thiessen will long way from her 
home Buhler, Kansas, when she ar- 
rives the Tala community the 
Philippines. She will working with 
the mission group that hospital, 
co-operation with the government doc- 
tors. While she had taken extra work 
bacteriology, Miss Thiessen had had 
training her nursing course and 
was very eager learn and busy absorb- 
ing the information and experience she 
was able get here. She takes friendly 
personality into her work that should 
contribute measurably life that 
community. 


Dr. Cummins, Jr., graduate 
Northwestern University Chicago and 
hospitals that area, with three ad- 
ditional years experience army hos- 
pitals, also gives the impression being 
very young; but his case appearance 
belies the facts, for addition his 
general medical training, has also 
done special work hand plastic sur- 
gery. This field which has been ex- 
plored for only brief time here Car- 
ville, but already the results seem en- 
couraging. may have many applica- 
tions Africa, for which bound. 
has that the healing 
ulcerated areas might hastened 
the grafting very thin layer skin 
from normal region over the affected 
area. Although this has been used ef- 
fectively some other illnesses, Dr. 
Cummins has found evidence med- 
ical literature its having been tried 
HD. 

Like most physicians, Dr. Cummins 
remembers only few passing references 
been busy reading all the literature 
the subject that can find. After his 
brief stay Carville, going Eng- 
land for course tropical medicine 
hygiene. 


Dr. Cummins and his family are going 
Minna, Nigeria, Africa, where 
will set new work under the auspices 
the Sudan Interior Mission. was 
interested medical missionary work 
one his patients, who returned 
medical center and several smaller treat- 
ment centers. The project was just about 
completed and Dr. Cummins’ former pa- 
tient was still wondering where would 
find doctor staff when Dr. Cum- 
mins’ letter arrived from the U.S., asking 
there were place for him. Both Dr. 
Cummins and his former patient, who 
also medical missionary, believe that 
there something more 


dence this ultimate outcome their 
talks. 


* * 


Two veterans medical 
work are Dr. and Mrs. T.G. Braun 
were here late February and early 
March. Dr. Braun has worked New 
Guinea for years, his 
wife, who registered nurse, was 
there six years before arrived. Dr. 
Braun graduate Rush Medical 
School and calls South Dakota, 
home the U.S. His wife Texan. 

When Dr. Braun arrived New 
Guinea found that the patients were 
being treated than criminals,” 
and because they would have been cast 
away upon island diagnosed with 
HD, the patients tried conceal the ill- 
ness, sometimes 
with lemon peel. Dr. Braun says that 
one one thousand about the inci- 
dence the disease areas where the 
white man has never been. There 
fear stigma about the disease among 
the natives, and the occasions when 
the authorities have tried visit all the 
villages diagnose all the patients with 
HD, they have found their attempts 
unsuccessful. Sometimes the people even 
point out marked graves explain the 
absence some members the com- 
munity, who are reality hiding out 
the bush until after the authorities 
leave. 

Dr. Braun’s hospital Madang, 
although gentle persuasion used 
times. The hospital will accommodate 
about 200 general cases and treats from 
thirty forty patients with HD. 
plans build large compound which 
will permit the treatment about 
hundred cases. 

Both Dr. and Mrs. Braun work under 
the Lutheran American Mission. Mrs. 
Braun teaches and trains the natives 
take care others who are sick. They 
use use chaulmoogra oil treating 
the patients but are getting much better 
results these days from Sulphetrone and 
Diasone. Dr. Braun adds that for some 
reason not many patients lose their 
eyesight New Guinea the U.S. 


Dr. and Mrs. Norman Sloan were here 
for few days March. The Sloans 
have been living Bath, New Jersey, 
where has been associated with the 
veterans’ administration. Dr. Sloan, one 
the country’s leading authorities 
Hansen’s disease, was his way New 
Guinea, where will survey 
disease, assignment from 
the South Pacific Commission. Dr. Sloan 
has had much experience work, 
having served Africa, Virgin Islands 
and Hawaii. 


April 


See The Papers 


Carville’s clinical research program 
hampered lack specific research 
budget, says Dr. Howard Rusk, the 
New York Times (March 15) 
column story, filed from Carville. “At 
the patient cost Carville 
year,” Dr. Rusk comments sig- 
nificantly, “it would seem good business 
invest larger sums both basic and 
clinical research which might eventually 
eliminate the disease and the high cost 
caring for its victims.” 

Dr. Rusk’s logical conclusion focuses 
attention the vital need for more re- 
search HD. Dr. James Doull, Medical 
Director the Leonard Wood 
rial, remarked THE STAR office last 
summer, small amount research 
Hansen’s disease going the 
United States not due lack funds 
but probably due the fact that the 
scientists are turning more productive 
fields. The Division Research, Grants 
and Fellowships the National Insti- 
tutes Health has received very few 
applications for grants for research 
HD.” 

Lack funds lack interest— 
which? Carville’s laboratory staff has 
been depleted point, where most 
its time must necessarily given 
routine work only, and for the first time 
many years not have full 
time bacteriologist. 

The Times article discloses that this 
hospital now conducting studies 
the experimental use isonicotinic acid 
compounds,” the spectacular, new anti- 
tuberculosis drugs. The story the dra- 
matic success these drugs the treat- 
ment TB, broke the Times (Feb. 
21) and their possible use was 
discussed THE STAR (March 1952) 
under the caption “Is This 


* * 


this department last month 
questioned the statement “Roumania 
the world’s focus (Hansen’s disease) 
given Texas newspapers Dr. 
George Cox, State Health Officer, 
press release about Texas, 
issued the Division Public Health 
Education, Mr. L.E. Bracey, Director. 

According Mr. Bracey, the source 
most the material the press re- 
lease was Rosenau-Preventive Medicine 
and Hygiene, seventh edition, edited 
Kenneth Maxey, which contains sec- 
tion Dr. James Doull. Dr. 
Doull writes, “In the Middle Ages the 
disease was epidemic throughout Eu- 
rope—due causes not clearly under- 
stood, declined until present, ex- 
cept for sizeable focus Roumania, 
remains the fringe and around the 
Baltic States, Spain, Turkey 
borders the continent, chiefly the 


1952 


Mr. Bracey comments, “the story 
sent out from this office did perhaps 
take undue license attributing world 
focus Roumania, but judging from 
Dr. writings were not too far 
amiss. apparently succeeded our 
purpose injecting reader interest into 
the subject and stimulated 
ing the subject.” 

not think that Dr. Doull would 
#gree with the interpretation which the 
Division Public Health Education has 
placed this passage,” comments Dr. 
Fred Kluth, Corpus Christi, 
enidemiologist the Leonard Wood 
Memorial, who working Texas 
close collaboration with the State De- 
partment Health. “However,” said Dr. 
Kluth, “there appears some justifi- 
for the interpretation. guess 
depends the definition focus. The 
dictionary says, localized region 
the chief site generalized 
Dr. Doull used the 
first definition and the Division 
Health Education the second.” 

Whatever the situation may 
the Russian satelite Roumania, 
encouraging note that Dr. Kluth 
improving. writes, are working 
steadily towards more effective early 
gram.” 

The Department Public Health 
Education working closely with Dr. 
Kluth presenting some excellent 
publicity HD. This was evidenced 
paper given Dr. Kluth the Gal- 
veston meeting the Texas Public 
Health Association last year. 
the public health aspects Hansen’s 
disease was recently published 
“Texas Health Bulletin,” and small 
pamphlet for general distribution now 
preparation. 


* * * 


The Department Health the city 
Philadelphia “leaped into action,” 
reported the Philadelphia Bulletin 
(March 1952), when notified Dr. 
Harold Pierce, private physician, 
suspected case Hansen’s disease. 

story headlined “Suspected Lep- 
rosy Victim Taken off Tanker Del- 
aware,” the victim’s names address and 
his employer’s name was “announced 
Dr. Angelo Perri, chief the Com- 
municable Disease Division the city 
Health Department.” According the 

the seaman was admitted 
the Philadelphia Hospital for Contag- 
ious Disease, March 11, had previously 
been hospitalized the hos- 
pital Baltimore and New York hos- 
pital. His employer said “that 
fered from skin inflammation but was 
okayed for tanker duty last October 
the U.S.P. Health Service.” 


Five days later the 
16), story by-lined Pierre Fraley, 
revealed “the tests performed far in- 
dicate that (the seaman) may not 
have leprosy.” The seaman’s case should 
not have been “announced” the first 
place but since was publicized, Mr. 
Fraley’s story counteracted some ex- 
tent the earlier publicity. Mr. Fraley 
assured readers the Bulletin “the 
chance any Philadelphian catching 
leprosy, even after close and continued 
contact with someone suffering from the 
disease almost non-existent. The med- 
ical profession convinced that there 
reason worry about contracting the 
disease, which they refer Hansen’s 
disease. “There evidence that Han- 
sen’s disease contagious’ the way 
one expert put it.” 

The Philadelphia story points re- 
cent correspondence THE 
had with Mr. Arthur Hall West 
Chester, Pa. active 8er and 
supporter our educational campaign. 
Mr. Hall investigated the current status 
vania, with view modernizing them 
line with New York. This contact 
led correspondence with Dr. Moore 
Campbell, Deputy Secretary Health, 
Commonwealth Pennsylvania. Dr. 
Campbell’s attitude progressive. 
March 24, wrote: “There are fixed 
regulations for the control (HD) 
Pennsylvania. Each case handled 
its own merits accordance with the 
directions the State Secretary 
Health. 

“Laws which specify measures for the 
control any communicable disease, 
including (HD,) are objectionable. 
gulations the State Health Depart- 
ment are preferable. They have the ef- 
fect and force law and may 
changed from time time increasing 
knowledge suggests needed modification. 
Medical science not static. Legislative 
enactments can replaced am- 
mended only the Legislature—in this 
state every two years.” 


Associated Press dispatch 
from London states that the Moscow 
radio accusing the United States, 
among other things, sending natives 
with Hansen’s disease into North Korea 
part campaign undermine the 
civilian population. 

* * * 


neighborhood physician from Ful- 
lerton, California, Dr. Merlin Bru- 
baker, 30, now taking six months’ 
course the School Hygiene, Uni- 
versity London, will leave July for 
Central Nigeria, where will 
Nigeria, taking care 2,000 patients. 


NEW REC SUPERVISOR HAS IM- 
PRESSIVE SPORTS BACKGROUND 


Latest addition the Carville staff 
Robert Michael, recreational 
pervisor, who joined the community 
April coming here rejoins his 
former associate, Thomas Rickman, 
director community activities, 
with whom worked the recreation 
department the Works Project Ad- 
ministration 1941-42. 

Bob Michael attended Purdue Uni- 
football, baseball, track, and squash, 
winning the campus low-hurdles cham- 
pionship his junior year. This was 
continuation considerable athletic 
success which achieved P.A. Allen 
High School (Bluffton, Indiana) where 
won letters four sports and became 
all-State halfback football. When 
Michael graduated from Purdue had 
B.S. degree, with major physical 
education and recreation and minors 
biology and history. 

Michael came the attention local 
residents while was assistant super- 
intendent recreation, Baton Rouge 
(1946-52). Before that was recrea- 
tion director with Republic Aviation 
Corporation (1943-45) assistant 
intramural director his Alma Mater 
1942. 

While Baton Rouge Michael helped 
organize the Junior Recreation and 
Athletic Association, which works with 
all the boys the various grammar 
schools. was also charge the 
summer playground 
provides free recreation for the young- 
sters. present president the 
Louisiana Recreation Association and 
the Louisiana Softball 
Association. 


THE THEATRE AND 
THE COURT 


Puppeteers Perform 


fun pull the strings” the 
advice Mr. and Mrs. Romain Proctor, 
widely-known puppeteers, who delight- 
Carville audience April with 
thoroughly entertaining puppet show. 
also fine occupational therapy, 
Mr. Proctor’s experience shows, because 
took the hobby when was re- 
cuperating Alabama hospital from 
accident which seriously injured his 
right arm and caused him remain con- 
fined long after his friends stopped 
visiting. also fine hobby because 
the interest stuck with him through two 
years study the Chicago Art In- 
stitute and the depression the 30’s. 
also profitable profession, Mr. 
and Mrs. Proctor have proved, since 
those days during the early part the 
depression when they contributed their 
talents the fund-raising efforts 
many organizations. 

Now Mr. and Mrs. 


through twenty-eight states every year, 


displaying puppets from many coun- 
tries and many types. While here 
they showed examples the Chinese 
and Javanese shadow puppets, Italian 
rod puppets, the hand puppets the 
Punch and Judy type, and the puppets 
which are manipulated strings. Their 
show, which was performed special- 
2’x4’x6’ stage, with 
scale-model props and puppets sets 
which reflected Mr. Proctor’s art train- 
ing and ability, included variety acts 
radio station setting, the three-act 
drama “Little Red Riding Hood,” and 
several very clever circus acts under the 
Big Top. 


LSU Debaters 


April four-member debating 
team from Louisiana State University 
gave the pro’s and con’s the subject, 
“Should Intercollegiate Athletics 
before interesting audi- 
ence the theatre. Perhaps unfair 
advantage was given Miss McClintock 
and Miss Evans, the feminine members 
the team who took the negative, 
from all reports girls find easier say 
than Yes. However, the affirmative 
team, Mr. Lincove and Mr. Moss, held 
their end the struggle very well, 
and judge the questions from the 
audience, public opinion was 
affirmative mind with them. The speak- 
ers were introduced Dr. 
Braden, the LSU School Speech. 


Glimpses from the Gallery 


Partially prompted the notice that 
Mrs. Rita Krupp, tennis instructress for 
the New Orleans CYO, would model- 
ing Gussie Moran lace-trimmed sports 
clothes, eager group males joined 
the tennis players the court April 
learn the finer points tennis. 
Also visiting for the afternoon was Bitty 
Benedict, golf writer and columnist for 
the Times-Picayune. 


* * * 


The Pt. Clair Lions Club sponsor- 
ing its second annual Arts and Crafts 
Exhibit Sunday, April 20, the ball- 
room the recreation building. This 
offers opportunity for patients 
display their handwork visitors, per- 
sonnel and other patients. Mrs. Myrtle 
Anderson, Plaquemine, Parish Home 
Demonstration Agent working out 
plans with the local Lions for the ex- 
hibit and the judging entries. Jay 
Broussard, Baton Rouge, Director the 
Art Commission Louisiana, will 
the guest speaker and will judge the art 
exhibits. 

Early April four new members were 
initiated into the Club Bob 
Lee, Baton Rouge, District Governor. 
pleasant gathering members and 


guests included box lunch supper for 
everyone. 


* * * 


The Jolly Social Club, 
zation handicapped patients, plans 
its annual benefit fair for Sunday,April 
27. This will feature bingo, raffles and 
auctions articles donated 
organization, well firms Baton 
Rouge and New Orleans. Funds raised 
are for the benefit the handicapped 
here. 

The Pt. Clair Lions Club will manage 
the fair for the Jolly Social Club 
service project. 

* * * 


The local American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 188 anticipating visit from the 
auxiliary’s national president, Mrs. 
Campbell, Homer, La., Sunday, 
April 27. This will Mrs. 
first visit since assuming the highest 
office her organization. 

Joining hands with the Patients 
Federation, the Auxiliary Unit 188 spon- 
sored dance the evening Easter 
Sunday for the enjoyment all patients. 
The Baton Rouge band was furnished 
through the courtesy the American 
Federation Musicians, Local 538, and 
the recording and transcription fund. 


* * * 


Many patients Spring attire were 
out early Easter Sunday morning for re- 


ligious services. The chapels were beau- 


tiful with large bouquets flowers. 
There were Easter lilies both chapels 
and the Club Lounge which were the 
thoughtful gift the Disabled Amer- 
ican Veterans Auxiliary, sent their 
national hospital chairman, Mrs. Flor- 
ence Green, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
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Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion carly 


will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 


for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continental 
United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana Texas 
and Florida. Otuside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special Children under are not admitted. 


Paticnts are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 

Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 


and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 
cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


FACTS, based actual experience over long 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE biG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that the 6.000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that. “The good father never took any precautions 
againts infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 

* * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 

* * * * 

Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients those states are 
subject restrictions. Massachusetts Hansen’s re- 
portable but the patient subject “NO RESTRICTIONS. 


* * *# 
man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 
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SAGE ADVICE 


said 


that inscribed the bathtub King was the 


“Renew thyself daily, utterly, make new and again new.” 


THE STAR says 
that inscribed your date book should the reminder: 


your subscription yearly, promptly, and send new one 


and another new one.” 
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